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CHRISTMAS TRADING HOURS 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Commerce) [9.11 am]: Earlier this week the opposition robbed 
the Western Australian public of the right to choose when and where they shop on weeknights, but rest assured 
Mr Speaker, I will not let the Grinches on the other side of the house steal Christmas. It is therefore my pleasure 
to inform the house that I have approved additional trading hours for the month leading up to Christmas this 
year. Under section 12 of the Retail Trading Hours Act, I am authorised to issue an order varying the trading 
hours of general retail shops in the metropolitan area for a day or days within the period of 28 days ending on 
1 January.  

The Department of Commerce received submissions from retailer stakeholder organisations on the trading hours 
for the month leading up to Christmas. These stakeholders included the Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees 
Association of Western Australia; Western Australian Council of Retail Associations; Combined Small Business 
Alliance of Western Australia; Retail Traders’ Association of WA; Tourism Council of Western Australia; 
Property Council of Australia; Consumer Association of Western Australia (Inc); Australian Newsagents’ 
Federation Limited; and WA Independent Grocers Association. After consideration of these submissions I advise 
that I have approved variations that will apply to all metropolitan general retail shops, including those in the 
Perth and Fremantle tourism precincts. Those variations are that for the month of December there will be Sunday 
trading extensions from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm, consistent with previous years. To ensure certainty for the retail 
sector, I have also incorporated late night trading to 9.00 pm on weekdays from 14 December through to 
30 December, with the exception of 6.00 pm closures on both Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve and total 
closure on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Western Australian consumers will also have the opportunity to 
take advantage of Boxing Day trade across the metropolitan area. Traders, as always, will have the right to 
decide whether they wish to open.  
These variations will not apply to shops in the City of Rockingham and the localities of Two Rocks and 
Yanchep, where specific extended trading orders will continue to have effect. This trading package will be 
available to non-metropolitan local government authorities other than where the relevant council applies to the 
Department of Consumer and Employment Protection to vary these arrangements. 
I am confident that the people of Perth will enjoy the vibrant atmosphere and convenience of this all too brief 
period of extended trading, a gift that is sure to prove far more popular than the lump of coal that the Leader of 
the Opposition has put in the stocking of the Western Australian public. 
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